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visiting of a shrine. When it was over he wrote: "The journey has deepened the impression I had of Iceland and increased my love for it. The glorious simplicity of the terrible and tragic, but beautiful land. As I looked up at Charley's Wain to-night all my travel then seemed to come back on me, made solemn and elevated, in one moment, till my heart swelled with the wonder of it: surely I have gained a great deal, and it was no idle whim that drew me there but a true instinct for what I needed." One more immediate result of this visit was the translation of " Three Northern Love Stories" from the Icelandic; and the composition of the long poem of " Sigurd the Volsung, and the Fall of the Niblungs" was commencing to take shape in his mind. About the same time he began his translation of Virgil's " ^Bneid."
Then another craft gripped him, the art of dyeing: for he found that it was a hopeless task to weave with materials which were of poor colours. So there was nothing to be done but go down to the Staffordshire dye works and work there until he had mastered the technicalities of the new trade.
It was at this time that the affairs of the now prosperous Morris & Company had to be put on a more reasonable basis. In the eyes of the law the partners were equals: in the eyes of commonsense Morris was the owner of almost the whole business. Rossetti and Madox Brown and Marshall stood by their legal rights; and when the partnership was dissolved in 1875—leaving the business in Morris's handspoetry.
